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      1 – 31 January 2016  
 

215,464 # of registered IDP children 

1,695,270 # of registered IDPs 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 21 January 2016) 

 
3.7 million approx. # of affected 

people 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 

 
580,000 approx. # of affected children 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 
 
16   # of civilian casualties in January 

2016 

2   # of child casualties in January 2016 

1  # civilian deaths in January 2016 
(OHCHR, 27 January 2016)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
*No funds were received in January 2016 
against HAC Requirements. The carry-forward 
amount from 2015 is $16,052,029. Taking this 
into consideration, the funding gap is currently 
70%. 

 

 
Highlights 

 

 The third round of the national vaccination 
campaign in response to the polio outbreak 
started on 25 January, targeting 4.75 million 
children from the age of 2 months to 10 years.  
 

 An extensive training programme is being held 
for health professionals, school principals and 
others to reinforce the vaccination campaign to 
increase coverage rates. UNICEF has intensified 
its communications strategy to increase 
awareness amongst parents and schools.  

 The UNICEF Humanitarian Action Plan (HAC) 2016 
was launched on 26 January 2016, and includes 
an appeal for US$54.3 million for the conflict-
affected areas of eastern Ukraine.  

 Daniela Schadt, the First Lady of Germany, who is 
also the patron of the German National 
Committee for UNICEF, visited UNICEF-supported 
projects in Kharkiv oblast from 17-20 January 
2016. Her visit was covered widely in the 
Ukrainian and German media, gaining much-
needed visibility on the situation faced by 
Ukrainian conflict-affected children.  

 UNICEF’s provided the following to the non-
government controlled areas: 35,400kg of 
midwifery kits; 10 water pumps; and 4824 packs 
of anti-retroviral drugs. 4,000 individual 
educational kits for the most-in-need-children 
were also distributed.  

 In government-controlled areas, UNICEF 
delivered furniture, sports equipment and other 
materials to 12 kindergartens in Kharkiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia regions, 
enabling almost 1,000 additional seats in pre-
school facilities where many IDP children are 
present.  

 

 

 

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t:
 U

N
IC

EF
 U

kr
ai

n
e/

2
0

1
5

/A
n

d
ri

y 
K

re
p

ki
kh

 
 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 
After a relatively calm start to the year, by mid-January 2016, 
OSCE Special Monitoring Mission monitors were reporting  
repeated ceasefire violations along the line of contact in a number 
of locations, including Kominternove and Vodiane (north east of 
Mariupol), Horlivka and Donetsk. During the OCHA Coordination 
meeting on 22 January 2016, a Civil Military Liaison Officer advised 
that there had been a record level of shelling in the last few 
months, including the use of prohibited weapons. However, the 
deteriorating security has not changed the situation on the ground 
and no evidence of advance by either party to the conflict has 
been recorded.    
 
The situation at checkpoints and crossings between government 
and non-government controlled areas continues to create 
unsatisfactory and uncomfortable conditions for those people 
(including women and children) who are trying to cross. Long 
queues at checkpoints often force people to sleep there overnight.  
UNICEF’s partner organisations, such as Ukrainian Frontiers, are continuing efforts to ameliorate this situation by 
providing extra sanitation facilities.     

During the period 1–27 January 2016, the UN Human Rights 
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine (HRMMU), working under the 
auspices of the OHCHR, recorded 16 civilian casualties in the 
conflict zone of eastern Ukraine: one killed and 15 injured1. 
Small arms fire killed one woman and injured three women and 
two men. Seven civilians were injured by explosive remnants of 
war, including a 5-year-old boy in Artemivsk and a 14 year old 
girl in Zaitseve (both in Donetsk oblast).    

As temperatures throughout Ukraine plummeted, down to -20 
degrees  on several occasions, humanitarian organizations 
stepped up their winterization programmes, aimed at helping 
the most vulnerable people, by providing fuel, non-food items, 

insulation of premises, and cash grants. UNICEF and its partners 
continued the repair and rehabilitation of schools, kindergartens 

and health centres that are most severely damaged. Supplies of hygiene kits, midwifery kits, anti-retrovirals and other 
items sent by UNICEF to Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts are helping to improve the living conditions and relieve the 
burden of the most vulnerable children and their families.  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 
The Global 2016 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) was launched in Geneva on 26 January 2016. UNICEF has 
launched a US$2.8 billion appeal to reach 43 million children in humanitarian emergencies worldwide. For the first 
time ever, the largest portion of the appeal (25 per cent) is going towards educating children in emergencies, with the 
aim of dramatically increasing the numbers of children with safe access to education. The Global HAC includes the 
US$54.3 million appeal to help conflict-affected children in eastern Ukraine in 2016. 

The WASH Cluster Coordinator started a series of field visits to conflict-affected areas in eastern Ukraine, and met with 
relevant stakeholders working on the emergency response, including representatives of water utility companies, local 
authorities, OSCE and humanitarian response partners. The aim of the visit was to identify specific areas of concern 
such as water and heating, in order to ensure that whatever limited resources exist are targeted at the most 

                                                 
1 HRMMU investigates reports of civilian casualties by consulting a broad range of sources and types of information that are evaluated for their credibility and reliability. 
In undertaking documentation and analysis of each incident, HRMMU exercises due diligence to corroborate information on casualties from as wide range of sources 
as possible including OSCE SMM public reports, accounts of witnesses, victims and directly affected persons, military actors, community leaders, medical professionals 
and other interlocutors. Some conclusions on civilian casualties may be revised as more information becomes available. HRMMU does not claim that this statistics is 
complete and may be under-reporting civilian casualties given limitations inherent in the operating environment including gaps in coverage of certain geographic areas 
and time periods. 

Women with children cross a checkpoint next to 
the village of Mayorsk, Donetsk region.  [Credit: 

UNICEF Ukraine/A.Filippov] 

Unloading humanitarian aid provided by UNICEF in 
the city of Luhansk.  [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/A. Chernov] 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ukraine


vulnerable. Locations to be visited included Severodonetsk, Kramatorsk and probably Mariupol in the government-
controlled area (GCA), and Donetsk and Luhansk in the non-government controlled area (NGCA).  

Summary of Programme Response 
 
Results as of 1 February 2016 

 

* Please note that ‘TBD’ denotes: ‘to be determined’. The Cluster Targets and Results for 2016 will be added to the table as soon as they are 
available.   

 

Health and nutrition  

There are currently a large number of H1N1 influenza cases in 
Ukraine, leading to the temporary closure of schools and other public 
facilities in many areas of the country. This was one of the reasons 
why the Ministry of Health originally called for the third round of polio 
vaccination to be postponed. However, the decision was made to 
carry on as planned on the 25 January.  A press conference to launch 
the third round of polio vaccination was held on 22 January at the 
Ministry of Health, attended by representatives from UNICEF, WHO 
and ECHO. Vaccination is being extended to all children between 2 
months and 10 years of age, and will also be available for all children 
who missed any doses during the previous rounds. UNICEF, with 
ECHO funding, procured all vaccines for the third round. 

Following the results of the second round of polio vaccination in 
December reaching 75 per cent coverage, UNICEF and all relevant 
partners, have been working on a number of training and outreach 
activities designed to increase coverage in the third round, 
particularly in those areas where the coverage has been low so far.  

2016 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS  

 
Cluster 2016  

Target  
Cluster  

Total Results  
UNICEF 2016 

Target  
UNICEF  

Total Results  

NUTRITION  

Pregnant or lactating women reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

TBD TBD 80,000 0 

HEALTH  

Number of children who received regular immunization 
through the enhancement of cold chain and vaccine 
distribution systems  

TBD TBD 400,000 0 

Number of health professionals who gained increased 
knowledge and capacity for the implementation of public 
health campaigns  

TBD TBD  2,000 0 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Number of conflict-affected people who gained access to safe 
drinking water  

TBD TBD 1,200,000 700,000 

Number of people with access to hygiene supplies TBD TBD 300,000 86,365 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of affected children, youth and caregivers provided 
with psychosocial support 

TBD TBD 400,000 3,671 

Number of children and their families who received MRE TBD TBD 400,000 0 

EDUCATION  

Number of children who benefitted from rehabilitated 
education infrastructure, life skills training and educational 
supplies  

TBD TBD 300,000 6,400 

HIV AND AIDS 

Number of pregnant women and children provided with tests 
for early diagnostic of HIV to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV  

TBD TBD 30,000 0 

ECHO Operations Director Jean-Louis de Brouwer 
at the launch of the third round of the polio 
vaccination campaign in Ukraine.  [Credit: UNICEF 

Ukraine/A.Krepkikh] 



A number of trainings and workshops were held prior to the start of the third round of vaccination. These include 25 
training events on Polio Outbreak and Polio Communications in eight oblasts (Ivano-Frankivsk, Zhytomir, Odessa, 
Chernivtsy, Vynnitsa, Lviv, Kherson and the city of Kyiv), with a total of 945 participants, including school and pre-
school staff, school nurses and paediatricians coordinating the polio outbreak response and immunizations in their 
catchment area.  The total number includes training of 36 trainers who will now carry out similar trainings in 
Sumy, Poltava, Vinnytsa and Donetsk oblasts. A national training of Oblast Polio Coordinators was also held in Kyiv on 
15 January. UNICEF and WHO facilitated the training of health workers from underperforming raions in Kyiv City 
between 13 and 20 January. WHO and UNICEF participated in a Rotary Roundtable on the polio outbreak response in 
Uzhgorod, Zakarpattya on 21 January with representatives from regional health and education authorities. The total 
number of health workers trained by UNICEF so far is 3,670 persons. 

This extensive training programme was reinforced by a revised communications approach which involved the 
production and delivery of 500,000 leaflets for parents, disseminated by the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the State 

Epidemiological Service (SES); 400,000 posters 
which are being disseminated by the MoH, SES, 
and Ministry of Education (MoE) in all regions 
of Ukraine; 200,000 colouring books containing 
a fairy tale about polio for children are being 
distributed in all kindergartens and schools by 
the MoE. In addition, a national outdoor 
advertising (billboards, city-lights) and 
information outreach through supermarkets, 
subways and railway networks were rolled out 
in the regions with the lowest vaccination 
coverage against polio.  

 

A specially-produced animated video on polio vaccination was broadcast on the top 15 national TV channels and 8 
radio stations started on 25 January. The next day, UNICEF started a nationwide digital outreach campaign through 
top internet media platforms. Communication activities undertaken together with Internews and the Ukrainian Crisis 
Media Centre, include outdoor advertising - in the metro, in supermarkets and elsewhere, especially in the regions 
with the thus far low coverage.  In cooperation with the first National TV Channel (UA Pershiy), UNICEF produced two 
prime-time talk shows with prominent national speakers - Dr Komarovsky, a renowned paediatrician in Ukraine and 
Ellyn Ogden, USAID’s Worldwide Polio Eradication Coordinator. 

Meanwhile, in the non-government controlled area of Luhansk oblast, the second round of polio vaccination started 
on 24 December 2015 and lasted until 4 January. Coverage for the first round was reported at 96.7 per cent with 
some medical institutions of the region reporting more than 100 per cent because of the addition of IDP children to 
the targeted population. Vaccines for all rounds were reportedly procured from the Russian Federation. The third 
round is scheduled for 4 February.   

The third of four deliveries of anti-retroviral drugs was made to the non-government controlled areas of Luhansk and 
Donetsk during January. In total, 9,824 packs were delivered resulting in prevention of treatment interruptions and 
the saving of lives of children and adults, including pregnant women, living with HIV.  The fourth and final delivery is 
due in early March. 

UNICEF delivered 35,400kg of midwifery kits, including medical supplies, equipment and drugs worth US$232,000 to 
Luhansk on 29 January.   UNICEF has in this way covered all maternity wards in Luhansk non-government controlled 
area with primary health care equipment and basic medicines. 

WASH 

UNICEF has continued to provide essential treatment chemicals to six water treatment plants in the government- 
controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.  These chemicals ensure that almost 1.4 million people are provided 
with potable water. 

Ten pumps provided by UNICEF to the Voda Luhansk water company in the non-government controlled area of 
Luhansk oblast are providing water to 55,560 people. An additional 500 people have been supported through the 
repair of a pump in Pavlopil in GCA Donetsk oblast by UNICEF’S partner organization Ukrainian Frontiers.  The water-
trucking operation in the Luhansk NGCA continued in the cities of Kmyanka, Ravnopil, Kyrylivka, Novoandriivka, 
Volodymyrivka, and Kyrivske, providing safe drinking water to 6,200 people.  

Billboards explaining a need for additional polio vaccination were placed 
in the regions with the lowest vaccination coverage.   



Demand for hygiene materials continues to exceed 
the supply throughout the east of Ukraine. A total of 
6,512 hygiene kits were distributed in the 
government-controlled area of Donetsk oblast by 
UNICEF partners such as ADRA, Ukrainian Frontiers 
and SOS-Kramatorsk. The following towns and cities 
were covered; Krasnohorivka, Selidovo, Hirniak, 
Volnovakha, Maryinka, Slovyansk, Druzhkivka, 
Kostiantynivka. Mykolaivka, Dobropillia, Rodynske, 
Artemivsk, Dzerzhynsk, Ocheretyno, Krasnoarmiisk, 
Manhush, Novomykhailivka and Stepne, ensuring that 
13,000 of the most vulnerable people have 
access to hygiene supplies. The distribution of these 
materials was complimented by the provision of 
hygiene promotion activities by ADRA in the cities of 
Svatovo, Kramatorsk, Slovyansk, Kostiantynivka and 
Maryinka. 

Five additional toilets were installed at the Novotroitske check point by the NGO Ukrainian Frontiers with UNICEF 
resources in order to improve the sanitary conditions for people waiting to cross. These toilets have so far served 
approximately 60,000 people trying to cross the contact line (according to a joint UN assessment 7,200 people are 
crossing this checkpoint every day). This was complimented by the provision of safe drinking water for 1,000 people.  

Child Protection 

In January 2016, a children’s hotline which provides information, psychological and legal assistance to children, their 
parents and guardians, operated by the non-governmental organization La Strada and supported by UNICEF, received 
1,208 calls from children. Of these calls, 61.2 per cent were from girls and 38.8 per cent were from boys. Another 525 
calls came from caregivers. Whilst the majority of the calls (83.7 per cent) were general requests for information, 5.8 
per cent were about legal issues, and 10.5 per cent requested psychosocial assistance.  All callers received support 
and referrals where needed.  

With ECHO funding, UNICEF supported the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy in organising 18 trainings on various aspects of 
psychosocial assistance, including: how to create a supportive environment in the classroom; recognising symptoms 
of psychosocial stress; and referral of affected children for specialised psychological assistance.  The trainings were 
attended by a total of 344 teachers from schools in Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Luhansk, and Zaporizhzhia oblasts, as 
well as the city of Zaporizhzhia.  

UNICEF’s partner organisation Ukrainian Frontiers 
worked with child psychologists from the Centre for 
Specialised Psychological and Psychotherapeutic 
Assistance in Sloviansk, Donetsk oblast to provide 21 
intensive psychotherapy sessions to children, and 
another 10 sessions of child psychotherapy to ten 
severely affected children, adolescents and three 
families.   

UNICEF continued providing psychosocial support to 
children through its network of Community 
Protection Centres (CPCs) as well. In January a total of 
2019 children were given psychosocial support at 
three community protection centres (CPCs) and two 
branches in Donetsk and Kharkiv oblasts. (The 

‘branches’ are small, minimally staffed part-time 
‘contact centres’ offering some of the services of 
CPCs). This number is relatively low because of the 

Christmas and New Year holidays and the current flu ‘quarantine’ declared in Ukraine in January 2016. 

In partnership with the Mariupol Youth Union, two new Child Protection Centres (CPCs) in Mariupol and one with the 
Ukrainian Red Cross in Berdiansk opened in January.  The centres provide: individual consultations, art therapy, clay 
modelling, photography, and other activities, and so far, 346 children and their caregivers have attended a variety of 
activities. Within the framework of the same (GIZ-funded) project, 9 CPCs (mostly in the government-controlled area 

Hygiene kits distribution in Drizhkivka, Donetsk region.  [Credit: 

UNICEF Ukraine/A.Hetman] 

  

Displaced children play in the Community Protection Centre in 
Kharkiv.  [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/P.Demchenko] 

  



of Donetsk oblast) are currently being renovated, cleaned up and organized to start activities in February.  One of 
these (in Berdiansk, Zaporizhzhia oblast) already existed, the other eight are new CPCs. Mobile teams are planning to 
start activities in the “grey zone” (close to the contact line) in February as well. 

UNICEF’s partner NGO “Terre des hommes” continues to offer Movement, Games and Sports (MGS) activities in 75 
schools and centres for extra-curricular activities in rural communities throughout government-controlled areas of 
Luhansk oblast.  Approximately 7,000 children participate in these sports and games activities. Terre des Hommes 
game libraries (ludoteca) continue to offer sports and recreational activities to 6,000 students aged 6 to 17 in fifteen 
schools in towns throughout Luhansk oblast (GCA).  Terre des Hommes also organized four trainings for community 
professionals on Terre des Hommes methodologies. These were attended by 57 participants. Through Terre des 
Hommes activities, a total of 3212 children and 254 parents have benefitted from psychosocial support, provided 
through 285 activities.   

Education 

In January, UNICEF finalised the distribution of 4,000 individual educational kits for most-in-need-children in locations 
in Luhansk non-government controlled area (NGCA), including 
Alchevsk, Antratsit, Brianka, Kirovska, Krasnodon, Krasniy 
Luch, Luhansk, Pervomaisk, Rovenki, Sverdlovsk, Stakhanov, 
Lutuhinskiy, Perevalskiy and Slavyanoserbskiy.   The targeted 
beneficiaries include orphans, children from single parent 
families, families with many children, children with 
disabilities, and others. The de facto authorities of Luhansk 
NGCA are now finalising the rehabilitation of 4 educational 
facilities, which were damaged due to the conflict. This 
includes School #10 in Zorynsk and the gymnasium in 
Novosvetlovka, and two kindergartens – in Novosvetlovsk and 
Khryaschevatensk. UNICEF is now procuring furniture, sports 
equipment and other supplies for these institutions, and is 
planning to deliver them in February, once the rehabilitation 
is completed. 

In the government-controlled areas, UNICEF finalised the 
delivery in January of furniture, sports equipment and textiles 
to 12 kindergartens in Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and 

Zaporizhzhia regions. Working together with local authorities, 
UNICEF has created almost 1,000 additional seats in pre-school 

facilities. In regions with a large number of IDPs this could help to decrease the tension between local and IDPs 
community, which was caused in part by the lack of kindergartens seats for children. 

External Communication 

On 26 January 2016, UNICEF Ukraine issued a press release to support the launch of UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for 
Children (HAC) 2016, which took place in Geneva.  

On 22 January, the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, together with representatives of ECHO, UNICEF and WHO conducted 
a joint press conference to launch the third round of the polio vaccination campaign in Ukraine, which resulted in over 
100 stories published in national and local media. Related social media content was also widely distributed by UNICEF 
Kyiv, UNICEF Brussels, ECHO and the EU Delegation to Ukraine. 

On 17-20 January, Daniela Schadt, the First Lady of Germany and Patron of the German National Committee for 
UNICEF, visited eastern Ukraine. Together with the German National Committee, she talked to children, families and 
teachers at child protection centres, schools and kindergartens in Kharkiv supported by UNICEF. In addition to about 
80 stories in the Ukrainian media, top German media produced a series of stories on challenges faced by conflict-
affected children in the country, including the TV channel ZDF,  Bild magazine, national radio Deutschlandfunk and the 
DPA news agency.  

Lastly, a human interest story on women giving birth in an underground bomb shelter in the city of Donetsk was 
published on the UNICEF Ukraine website, social media accounts and shared by UNICEF HQ.  

 

 

 

Conflict-affected children walk out from school with 
UNICEF education supplies in Donetsk region.  [Credit: 

UNICEF Ukraine/F.Yandieva] 

  

http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28620.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28616.html
http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek/beitrag/video/2649568/#/beitrag/video/2649568/Hilfe-fuer-ukrainische-Kinder
http://www.bild.de/politik/ausland/daniela-schadt/bei-den-kindern-des-ukraine-krieges-44195590.bild.html
http://www.deutschlandfunk.de/daniela-schadt-in-der-ostukraine-kinder-am-rande-der-front.1773.de.html?dram:article_id=342877
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/reallives_28550.html


Funding and Planning 

In line with the country’s inter-agency 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$54.3 million to 
meet the humanitarian needs of children in Ukraine in 2016. This includes an additional US$3.5 million to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV for 30,000 pregnant women and children in non-government-controlled areas as 
well as ensuring continuity and scale up of anti-retroviral treatment for people living with HIV. The total requirements 
will cover both immediate life-saving interventions, as well as more comprehensive rehabilitation of WASH and 
educational infrastructure, provision of supplies and sustained basic social services for all conflict-affected children in 
Ukraine. UNICEF is urgently appealing for additional funds to sustain the provision of critical humanitarian support to 
conflict-affected women and children. This includes critical interventions in the sectors of WASH, protection and 
education, as well as supplies for the HIV and AIDS response, mine-risk awareness and education. Supplies of vital 
polio vaccines are needed to address the polio outbreak and scale up the immunization of children in Ukraine. 
 
 

Sector 

2016 
requirements 

Carry-forward 
from 2015 

Funding gap 

(US$) (US$) $ % 

Nutrition 1,000,000 

 $        
16,052,029.00  

 $       
38,247,971.00  

70% 

Health 4,450,000 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 30,400,000 

Child protection 8,500,000 

Education 5,850,000 

HIV and AIDS 3,500,000 

Cluster/sector coordination 600,000 

Total 54,300,000 16,052,029 38,247,971 70% 

 
 
For further information please contact: 
UNICEF Ukraine: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter: @unicef  ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125,  
254-2439; Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org  

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 
254-2439; Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org  

 
For further information: 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
https://twitter.com/unicef_ua
mailto:gbarberis@unicef.org

